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hour, it has done its work, and there is no farther occasion
for it. Falsehood flies, and Truth comes limping after it;
so that when men come to be undeceived, it is too late, the
jest is over, and the tale has had its effect: like a man who
has thought of a good repartee, when the discourse is
changed, or the company parted: or, like a physician who
has found out an infallible medicine, after the patient is
dead.

Considering that natural disposition in many men to lie,
and in multitudes to believe, I have been perplexed what to
do with that maxim, so frequent in every body's mouth,
that " Truth will at last prevail." Here, has this island of
ours, for the greatest part of twenty years, lain under the
influence of such counsels and persons, whose principle and
interest it was to corrupt our manners, blind our under-
standings, drain our wealth, and in time destroy our consti-
tution both in Church and State; and we at last were brought
to the very brink of ruin \ yet by the means of perpetual
misrepresentations, have never been able to distinguish
between our enemies and friends. We have seen a great
part of the nation's money got into the hands of those, who
by their birth, education and merit, could pretend no higher
than to wear our liveries; while others,1 who by their credit,
quality and fortune, were only able to give reputation and
success to the Revolution, were not only laid aside, as dan-
gerous and useless; but loaden with the scandal of Jacobites,
men of arbitrary principles, and pensioners to France; while
Truth, who is said to lie in a well, seemed now to be buried
there under a heap of stones. But I remember, it was a
usual complaint among the Whigs, that the bulk of landed
men was not in their interests, which some of the wisest
looked on as an ill omen; and we saw it was with the utmost
difficulty that they could preserve a majority, while the court
and ministry were on their side; till they had learned those

1 Refers to the Tories generally, and in particular to Sir Thomas
Osborne, Bart. (1631-1712), who was created Duke of Leeds in 1694.
In 1679, as Earl of Danby, he was impeached by the Commons, and
imprisoned in the Tower for five years. " He assisted greatly," says
Scott, "in the Revolution, yet continued a steady Tory, and avowed at
Sacheverell's trial, that, had he known the Prince of Orange designed
to assume the crown, he never would have drawn a sword for him."
[T. S.]